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Why is population change important? 
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Scotland's population was the highest ever in 





2017, and is projected to rise 
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Births exceeded deaths in the 1950s-60s, but 


more recent figures are lower 
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Since ~2000, Scotland's population has 
increased mostly due to migration 


Natural change 
(births minus deaths) 
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More migrants came to Scotland from the rest of 


the UK than from overseas 





Migration to Scotland, from the rest of the UK and overseas 
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Most migrants are aged 19-32 
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Scotland has 
lower 
projected 
population 
growth over 
the next 25 
years, than 
many of its 
international 
comparators 
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Age structure of Scotland's scoala 1911-2041 
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Most population growth is among pensioners 





Projected population change, 2016-2041 
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Implications — workforce and funding 





Changing working age population 
— affects tax revenues 


Lower population growth than rest of UK 
— affects funding 


Changing migration levels 


— affect local workforce / skills 
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Implications - ageing population 





Opportunities 


— Capacity to contribute longer 


Challenges 
— Greater demand for public and voluntary services 
— Smaller working age population 





Life expectancy has been increasing, but has 





stalled in recent years 
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Life expectancy in Scotland is lower than in 





most EU countries 


Life expectancy at birth in European Union countries, 
1980-1982 to 2014-2016, females 
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Life expectancy varies across Scotland 





Life expectancy at birth by council area, 2014-2016 
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Deaths from circulatory diseases are decreasing, while 
deaths from dementia and Alzheimer's are increasing 
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People in Scotland have fewer children 


than in other parts of the UK 


Total fertility rates, UK countries, 1971-2017 
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People are increasingly living alone or in 
smaller households 
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Large increases in young adults renting 





SNS Household tenure, age 16-34 


Renting privately, 40% 
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Implications 





e Household numbers are increasing faster 
than population 


e Support needs of people living alone 
e Growth of Private Rented Sector 
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Key messages (1) 





e Scotland's population is: 
— at its highest ever at 5,404,700 
— increasing, mostly due to migration 
— Ageing 





e Life expectancy 
— has increased over the past 3 decades, but has stalled in 
recent years. 
— lower than in the rest of the UK, and western Europe 





a e Changes in causes of death: 





— Falls in deaths from circulatory diseases 


— Increases in deaths from dementia and Alzheimer's 
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Key messages (2) 








iii e Birth rates are lower in Scotland than 
in the rest of the UK 





A e Household numbers are increasing 
— More people are living alone 
— More young adults are renting 


\ National 
NZ ReroreS ot n MONEE Ee: 


How to find out more 





StatisticsCustomerServices@nrscotland.gov.uk 


www.nrscotland.gov.uk 
ScotlandsCensus.gov.uk 


s MOINELO CRo]! 
#PAMS2018 


DA 


and wW @NatRecordsScot 


